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Proposed short communiqué for consideration by Roundtable participants

Shared ambition and urgency

We, participants in the Asia Pacific Circular Economy Roundtable, recognise that the
way materials are extracted, produced, used and discarded is a major driver of
greenhouse gas emissions, pollution, biodiversity loss and pressure on natural
resources. Circular economy approaches can reduce these pressures while
supporting productivity, resilience, resource security, new industries and decent
work.

Achieving net zero requires addressing the energy - materials nexus: transitioning to
clean energy while increasing material efficiency and circularity to reduce energy
demand and emissions across the material lifecycle.

We welcome the prominence given to Zero Waste and circular economy in the
COP31 Global Climate Action Agenda and the opportunity created by Turkiye’s
COP31 Presidency, Australia’s Presidency of Negotiations and the Australia—Pacific
partnership to accelerate practical implementation.



Our message for COP31

We encourage COP31 leaders, Parties and non-Party stakeholders to:

1.

Recognise circular economy and zero waste strategies as practical enablers of
climate mitigation, adaptation, resilience and sustainable development;

Accelerate implementation of the COP31 Zero Waste agenda, including
measurable action to reduce waste generation, prevent food loss and waste, keep
products and materials in use at their highest value, and safely recover resources,
leveraging existing implementation mechanisms such as the Food Waste
Breakthrough;

Prioritise high-impact sectors, including buildings and construction, where circular
design, material efficiency, reuse and recovery can substantially reduce resource
use, waste and embodied emissions.

Strengthen measurement of material use and circularity, drawing on existing SDG
indicators and internationally recognised standards, and develop nationally
appropriate targets that reflect different development circumstances;

Integrate relevant circular economy measures into national climate, industry,
infrastructure, water, resource, urban and development strategies, including future
NDCs where appropriate;

Invest in the institutional, technical and workforce capabilities needed to
implement the circular economy, including through education, training, knowledge
sharing and technical assistance;.

Mobilise finance, technology, capability and investment frameworks and
infrastructure for circular solutions, with particular attention to Pacific Island
countries and other climate impacted and developing economies;

Ensure a just and equitable transition to a circular economy, considering social
and distributional impacts and enabling workers, communities and vulnerable
groups to participate in and benefit from the transition; and

Support collaboration and capacity building across governments, business,
finance, research, communities and First Nations and Indigenous peoples to turn
circular economy commitments into investable, place-based action.



A practical pathway: global indicators and targets

We support the establishment at COP31 of a collaborative international work program or
initiative on circular economy and materials, aligned with the COP31 Action Agenda. Its first
task should be to strengthen the evidence base, metrics and implementation partnerships
and to develop options for a coherent set of global circular economy indicators and targets for
consideration through appropriate international processes.

This work should build on existing commitments, including the Sustainable Development
Goals, Turkiye’'s Zero Waste leadership, Australia’s Circular Economy Framework and
initiatives across the Asia Pacific, while respecting national circumstances and the
development needs of lower-income countries.

Pacific priorities and equity

For Pacific Island countries, circular economy action is inseparable from climate resilience,
ocean health, resource security and sustainable development. We call for greater equitable
access to climate and development finance, technical assistance and regional infrastructure
and markets that reduce waste leakage, support reuse and recovery, and create local
economic opportunities.

Specific Commitments for COP31

1. Stronger commitment to global targets

We call on Parties at COP31 to adopt measurable circular economy and zero waste targets
within COP31 commitments, and to include circular economy measures in their next
Nationally Determined Contributions. We propose that these targets build on Sustainable
Development Goals where global agreement already exists and draw on leading circular
economy frameworks, including Turkiye’s Zero Waste agenda and Australia’s Circular
Economy Framework.

2. Material-footprint convergence

We support development of differentiated national pathways for material footprint.
recognising that high-income countries should seek to reduce material use while
lower-income countries need to build the material stocks required for housing, infrastructure
and essential services. As a longer-term global objective, we propose consideration of
convergence towards a more sustainable material footprint corridor of 8—12 tonnes per
capita by 2050-2060, supported by finance, technology and capability development for
developing countries.



3. A fuller set of global circular economy targets

We support the development of a coherent set of global circular economy targets covering
the material lifecycle: reducing per-capita material footprint; increasing material productivity;
safely managing and recovering resources for a circular economy and diverting them from
landfill, open dumping and leakage into the environment; and halving food loss and waste in
line with SDG Target 12.3, including through scaled delivery of initiatives such as the Food
Waste Breakthrough. Targets should be measurable but differentiated according to national
circumstances, economic structure and development needs.

4. Differentiated ambitions by material group
We support distinct high-level ambitions for major material groups:

fossil fuels - phase out in line with the global transition away from fossil fuels;
metals and critical minerals - keep materials in circulation and at their highest value
for as long as possible; and

e biomass and water, regenerate biological flows and support a sustainable circular
bioeconomy.

5. Stronger Pacific finance commitment and investment frameworks

We call for financial and technical support from high-income countries and multilateral
institutions to enable the Pacific and other developing nations to build the investment
frameworks, infrastructure, capability and markets required for circularity. This should
include systems to collect, clean, return, reuse, recycle and remanufacture materials, with
recovery directed to the highest-value feasible use and avoiding lock-in to low-value
disposal pathways.

6. Global business coalition and producer responsibility

We support establishment of a global circular economy business coalition under the COP
Action Agenda through which leading businesses transition to more circular business
models and commit to circular targets. This should be supported by standardised circularity
metrics and disclosure consistent with the ISO 59000 series, better data on the commercial
value of recovered resource streams, and extended producer responsibility.

7. A staged international pathway

We support a staged global pathway beginning with a Global Circular Materials Initiative at
COP31 to develop and coordinate global circular materials targets; followed by
consideration of Global Circular Materials Targets through subsequent COPs; and, subject
to further international discussion, exploration of the case for a Global Circular Materials
Convention and appropriate institutional arrangements for global materials governance.

8. Stronger commitment to carry the outcome into COP31

We commit to carrying this Communiqué to COP31 and working with the COP31
Presidency, Australia, Pacific partners, UN, partner governments, business and civil society
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to advance its recommendations and secure practical implementation through the COP31
Action Agenda and subsequent international processes.

From Sydney to Antalya

We will take the outcomes of this Roundtable into the Asia Pacific Circular Economy Hotspot
and engage with the COP31 Presidency, Australia, Pacific partners, UN bodies, business and
civil society to advance circular economy as a practical part of the COP31 implementation
agenda.

Endorsement: Participation in the Roundtable and support for this Communiqué do
not constitute formal endorsement by any government or organisation, nor do they commit
them to specific policies, targets or actions. Any such commitments remain subject to their
respective future approval processes.
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